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SUBJECT: POLITICAL VIOLENCE IN ISTANBUL 
REF: A) ISTANBUL 0746; B) ANKARA 2140 

SUMMARY: TEMPO OF TERRORIST INCIDENTS AND STUDENT VIOLENCE HAS 
INCREASED SIGNIFICIANTLY DURING PAST TEN DAYS; ATTRIBUTABLE AT 
LEAST IN PART TO RHETORIC OF EARLY ELECTION PROPOSALS AND 
COMMEMORATION OF CELEBRATED LEFTIST'S DEATH. MOST OBSERVERS HERE, 
INCLUDING SENIOR POLICE OFFICIALS, ANTICIPATE THAT INCIDENTS OF 
POLITIALL Y -MOTIV ATED VIOLENCE WILL ESCALATE AS ELECTION CAMPAIGN 
GETS UNDERWAY. END SUMMARY. 

1 . FOUR BOMBS, APPARENTLY PLACED BY LEFTIST TERRORISTS, DAMAGED 
BUILDINGS IN VARIOUS PARTS OF CITY MARCH 27. CONTINUING PATTERN 
SET BY FEBRUARY 22 EXPLOSION AT HOME OF FORMER PRESIDENT 
BAYER (REF A) TWO BOMBS TARGETED PRIATE HOMES OF PROMINENT 
INDIVIDUALS. TWO OF ISTANBUL'S LEADING BUSINESSMEN, FEYYAZ BERKER 
AND HALIT NARIN, WERE SINGLED OUT THIS TIME. BERKER IS PRESIDENT 
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OF TURKISH BUSINESSMEN'S AND INDUSTRIALISTS ASSOCIATION (TUSIAD) 

AND NARIN IS PRESIDENT OF BOTH CONFEDERATION OF EMPLOYERS ASSOCIA- 
TIONS AND TURKISH FREE ENTER PR TZF, COUNCIL. FORMER IS ONE OF LEADING 
PARTICIPANTS IN GROUP OF TURKISH BUSINESSMEN PLANNING TOVISIT 
WASHINGTON APRIL 24 REF B). A BOMB ALSO WENT OFF IN FRONT OF MAIN 
OFFICE OF SABANCI HOLDING, ONE OF TWO LARGEST BUSINESS CONGLOMERATES 
IN TURKEY. FOURTH BOMB SHATTERED WINDOWS OF A SUB-PROVINCIAL 
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JUSTICE PARTY HEADQUARTERS. 

2.IN ADDITION TO TERRORIST BOMBINGS, STUDENT VIOLENCE CENTERING 
ON ISTANBUL TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY (ITU) CONTINUES TO CONTRIBUTE ADDED 
TENSION TO POLITICAL ATMOSPHERE. NUMBER OF STUDENTS 
FROM ITU HAVE BEEN DETAINED BY POLICE AS RESULT OF VIRTUALLY 
CONTINUOUS CLASHES BETWEEN LEFTIST AND RIGHTIST FACTIONS WHICH 
INTENSIFIED AFTER TWO STUDENTS KILLED MARCH 1 1 . "JANDARMA" (QUASI- 
MILITARY FORCES) HAVE AT TIMES BEEN DEPLOYED IN HALLS OF ITU AND 
TRUCKLOADS OF THESE TROOPS HAVE BEEN STATIONED OUTISDE. LATEST 
INCIDENTS AT ITU (MARCH 28) RESULTED IN WOUNDING OF SEVERAL STUDENTS, 

3. PERHAPS RELATED TO CAMPUS VILENCE, EVENING OF MARCH 28, TWO 
MORE SMALL BOMBS REPORTEDLY EXPLODED IN ISTANBUL, ONE IN 
VICINITY OF ITU AND THE OTHER NEAR ANOTHER COLLEGE CAMPUS WHERE 
STUDENTS HAD CLASHED THAT SAME DAY. TARGETS WERE AN AKBANK BRANCH 
(OWNED BY SABANCI HOLDING) AND PHILLIPS COMPANY OFFICES. 

(PHILLIPS IS ONE OF LAST AND LARGEST WHOLLY FOREIGN-OWNED 
INVESTMENTS IN TURKEY AND WAS TARGET OF PREVIOUS BOMBING IN 
NOVEMBER.) MARCH 27 AND 28 BOMBINGS MAY ALSO BE CONNECTED WITH 
MARCH 30 ANNIVERSARY OF TURKISH PEOPLES LIBERATION ARMY TERRORIST 
MAHIR CAYAN WHICH HAS IN PAST YEARS BEEN OCCASION FOR SERIES OF 
BOMBING INCIDENTS. 

4. ACCOMPANIED BY CAMPUS VIOLENCE AND TERRORIST ACTIVITY, 

GENERAL POLITICAL ATMOSPHERE IS HEATING UP IN ISTANBUL WITH EARLY 
ELCTIONS IN PROSPECT. AS HARBINGER OF THINGS TO COME, LAST 

WEEK, GROUP OF JUSTICE PARTY (JP) YOUTH PROTESTED ANTI-JP REPORTING 
OF CUMHURIYET, A LEFTIST NEWSPAPER, WHICH GENERALLY SUPPORTS 
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OPPOSITION REPUBLICAN PEOPLES PARTY (RPP). DURING DEMONSTRATION 
OUTISDE THAT DAILY'S BUILDING, ITS PUBLICATIONS DIRECTOR WAS 
ROUGHED UP. IN ANOTHER DEVELOPMENT WHICH COULD CAUSE NEW TENSION 
BETWEEN LOCAL SUPPORTERS OF TWO MAJOR PARTIES CONTESTING 
UPCOMING ELCTION, JP PROVINCIAL CHAIRMAN INFORMED CONSULATE 
GENERAL OFFICER THAT LOCAL JP PLANS TO PROTEST 

IN COURT AGAINST RPP "IRREGULARITIES" IN VOTER REGISTRATIN PROCESS 
RECENTLY COMPLETED. 

COMMENT: GATHERING TENSION CONFIRMS SENIOR POLICE OFFICIALS AND 
OTHER INFORMED SOURCES PREDICTION THAT AS ELECTION CAMPAIGN 
GETS UNDERWAY INCIDENTS OF POLITICAL VIOLENCE WILL MULTIPLY GREATLY 
(THERE HAVE BEEN ALMOST DAILY OCCURENCES IN RECENT MONTHS). 

WHETHER ELECTION IS FINALLY HELD IN JUN OR OCTOBER, CLEARLY 
CAMPAIGN HAS ALREADY BEGUN. BUSINESS COMMUNITY IN PARTICULAR IS 
SERIOUSLY CONCERNED OVER RECENT BOMBINGS OF BERKER AND NARIN 
RESIDENCES. BERKER INFORMED US THAT HE AND HIS FAMILY BARELY 
ESCAPED INJURY WHEN THE FLED ROOM NEST TO GLASS-ENCLOSED WINTER 
GARDEN INTO WHICH SMOKING BOMB WAS HURLED. BUSINSSMEN OBVIOUSLY 
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WORRIED THAT THIS MAY BE BEGINNING OF TERRORIST CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
THEM, RECALLING PAINFUL MEMORIES OF 1969-72 WHEN THEY WERE TARGETS 
OF TERRORIST ATTTACKS AND KIDNAPPINGS. 

OGDEN 
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